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Stop drawing dead fish

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZfytHvgHybA&t=283
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Some ingredients - Don Blitzer and Kenneth Iverson



Some ingredients - Bret Victor



Some ingredients - Maggie Appleton



Some ingredients - Maggie Appleton



Some ingredients - Nicky Case

Parable of the Polygons

Evolution of Trust

Explorable Explanations
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Group activity: explorables

https://explorabl.es

Find an explorable 
explanation

Identify the user loop

What does that user loop add 
that a static equivalent would 
not have?
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Possibility space and diegetic elements

Diegetic elements Possibility space



How to think about media for thought

Assume the user to be a co-creator of 
meaning.

Create space for the user to explore 
outside of your narrative.

Offer meaningful controls but within a 
clear possibility space with clear user 
loops.
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Final project timeline

April 11: Final assigned.

May 1: Last day to get rough draft feedback.

May 2: Accommodations due.

May 14: Final projects due at 7pm on Zulip

May 14: Live presentations

May 16: Zoom presentation alternative



Final project objective

Above all else, this should be an interactive 
visualization you are proud of. All else is 
secondary.

Guidelines on Zulip but at least one user 
action and at least 6 variables though subject 
to exceptions (May 2 due date).

Pre-approved datasets in the course manual, 
reach out by April 21 if you have others.



Live presentations: We will have three 
groups, one group will present and the 
other two provide feedback in expo-style. 
Only feedback that influences grade is from 
instructor. Friends and family welcome (may 
have 1 group be for those without 
preference or opt-out).

Zoom alternative: Direct presentations (not 
expo) with peer feedback due to Zoom 
constraints.

Final project logistics
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